Bylaws 

of

Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter

ARTICLE   I.

Purpose


  Section 1.
To formally establish the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter for the purpose of assisting the Western Dredging Association in promoting membership in the Association, and the Furtherance of the established Western Dredging Association’s Goals and Objectives

Section 1.  Membership:  Such individuals, corporations, partnerships, or associations, without limit as to number, who are interested in the objectives and purpose of the Western Dredging Association, may be elected members from time to time by a majority vote of the Western Dredging Association Members.  Different classes of members may be established by the Western Dredging Association’s Board of Directors.  Once an individual, corporation, partnership or association is accepted as a member of the Western Dredging Association that individual, corporation, partnership or association will be assigned to the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter if the individual, corporation, partnership, or association is located in one of the following areas:  Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Wisconsin and Canada: Ontario. 


Section 2.   Termination of Membership:   Any member may voluntarily withdraw from membership in the Western Dredging Association.  Except as otherwise provided by law by the Western Dredging Association Articles of Incorporation or by these Bylaws no rights, powers, privileges, obligations, or duties, as a member shall survive the death or other termination of membership of a member.  Any member may be expelled by a majority vote of the other members upon being found guilty, after notice and opportunity for a hearing, of conduct that, in the opinion of a majority of the other members, is improper or prejudicial to the Midwest Chapter or the Western Dredging Association.


Section 3.    Minimum Membership:  There shall at all times be not less than five (5) members assigned to the Midwest Chapter and if, for any reason the total membership assigned to the Midwest Chapter falls below this number, the Western Dredging Association shall as soon as practical recruit and assign a new member or members sufficient to bring the total membership assigned to the Midwest Chapter up to at least five members.


Section 4.      Meetings and Regional Conferences:  Meetings of Midwest Chapter Members and Regional Dredging Conferences may be held from time to time, with the concurrence of the Western Dredging Association’s Board of Directors. 


Section 5.       Voting:  Members assigned to the Midwest Chapter shall be entitled to vote at Western Dredging Association and Midwest Chapter Meetings either in person or by proxy appointed by instrument in writing subscribe by the member or his duly authorized attorney.  Each member shall be entitled to one vote except if that individual is an honorary or similar class is established, that member shall have no voting privileges.

Section 6.       Quorum:     A majority of the Western Dredging Association active Members assigned to the Midwest Chapter present in person or by proxy shall constitute a quorum at any meeting held by the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter. 

Section 7.         Adjournments:    If less than a quorum shall be in attendance at the time for which the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter meeting shall have a majority vote the meeting may be adjourned by those present.


Section 8.
Annual Meeting of Members:  The annual meeting of the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter shall be held following the conclusion of the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter’s Annual Regional Dredging Conference at the venue in which the Western Dredging Association’s Annual Midwest Chapter Dredging Conference is held.   The election of Chapter Officers and the transaction of other Chapter Business may properly come before the members at the Annual Midwest Chapter Meeting.   Notice of the time, place, and objective of the meeting shall be given by Postage or Email not less then 10 days previous to such meeting to each Western Dredging Association Member assigned to the Midwest Chapter. 


Section 9.       Special Meeting of Members: the President of the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter may call a special meeting of the Western Dredging Association’s Members assigned to the Midwest Chapter.  Notice of every special meeting stating the time, place, and objective, thereof, shall be given by mailing, postage prepaid, and or Email at least ten (10) days prior to meeting. 


Section 10.        Annual Report of President:  At the Annual Midwest Chapter Meeting of Members, the Chapter President shall present a report to the membership, showing the amount of funds received or expended during the year immediately preceding such date, and the purposes, objectives or persons to or for which such receipts and expenditures have been made; and the names and places of residence of the persons who have been assigned to the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter during the reporting period.  The Report shall be filed with the records of the Association’s Midwest Chapter and an abstract thereof entered into the chapter minutes of the proceedings.  A Copy of the president’s report and the chapter’s minutes shall be provided to the Western Dredging Associations Executive Director.

ARTICLE II

Chapter Officers


Section 1.
Number:    The number of Volunteer Chapter Officers shall be Five (5) and they shall hold office without compensation, until their successors are elected. The number of Officer may be changed from time to time but never to less than Five (5) except by amendment to these bylaws by the members and the Chapter Officers.  


Section 2.  
Chapter Officers:  At the Annual Midwest Chapter Membership Meeting, Chapter Members shall elect a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Program Director.  Officers shall be elected annually.  Chapter Officers shall also serve as the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter’s Board of Directors, with the President also holding the position of Chairman of the Board.  The same person may hold more than two offices, except those of the President and Secretary.  Such officers shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualify.


Section 3. 
Quorum:
A majority of the Chapter Officers shall constitute a   quorum at any meeting of the Chapter Officers.


Section 4.
Meetings:
Newly elected Chapter Officers may hold its first meeting for the purpose of organization and the transaction of business, if a quorum is present, immediately after the annual meeting of members or at a time and place as may be fixed by consent in writing of all chapter officers.  


Section 5.
Place of Holding Meetings and Keeping Books:  The Chapter Officers may hold their meetings, have the Secretary keep the books of the Chapter, subject to the guidelines outlined by the Western Dredging Association Board of Directors at any place as they may from time to time determine.  A copy of the minutes of such meetings shall be provided to the Western Dredging Association’s Executive Director.


Section 6.
Special Meetings:  The President/Chairman of the Chapter or Secretary may, and at the request of a majority of the Chapter Officers shall, call a special meeting of the Chapter Officer, ten days notice of which shall be given in person, mail, email or telephone.


Section 7. 
Vacancies:    Vacancies occurring in the makeup of the Chapter Officers, for whatever reason, including increasing the number of Chapter Officers may be filled by a majority vote of the Chapter Officers or the Midwest Chapter Members.


Section 8.
Committees:    Chapter Officers shall have the power to appoint from time to time such committees, including an Executive Committee and Nominating Committee each of two or more members, as they may deem desirable for the furtherance of the objectives and purposes of the Chapter and the Western Dredging Association.  The nominating committee shall be appointed not less than thirty (30) days prior to the Annual Meeting of Chapter Members.

ARTICLE III

Officers


Section 1.
President/Chairman:    The President/Chairman presides at all meeting of the Chapter Officers and Chapter Members.  He/She shall have the authority to appoint and discharge volunteers, make and sign contracts agreements in the name of and on behalf of the Chapter.  He/She shall also generally do and perform all acts incident to the Office of President, which are authorized by the Western Dredging Association or required by Law.  


Section 2.
Vice President:  The Vice President shall, in the absence of the President/Chairman, preside over the meetings of the Chapter Officers and Members and shall perform such other duties as may be authorized from time to time by the Chapter Officers.


Section 3.
Secretary:      The Secretary shall keep the minutes of meetings of the Midwest Chapter Officers and members and shall have provided to the Western Dredging Association’s Executive Director copies of any such minutes kept.  The Secretary shall perform all other duties usual to that office.


Section 4.
Treasurer:      The Treasurer shall perform all the duties customary to that office.  The treasurer shall have the care and custody of the chapter funds and securities (if any), and shall have the general supervision of the books of accounts.  The treasurer shall give such bond for the faithful performance of his/her duties as directed by the Western Dredging Association and the Chapter Officers.  The Treasure shall produce and submit to the Internal Revenue Service Midwest Chapter individual tax returns on a timely basis. Midwest Chapter Treasurer shall provide to the Executive Director of the Western Dredging Association’s Executive Office copies of annual financial reports and IRS Filings.

Section 5.
Program Director:      The Program Director shall solicit and coordinate conference presentations for the Midwest Chapter’s annual conference.  


Section 6.
Removal:     Any Chapter Officer, Agent, or Volunteer Employee and any member of any committee, may be removed at any time, without or with cause, by a majority of the Chapter Officer, or Western Dredging Association Board of Directors at meeting of the Chapter Officer or the Western Dredging Association’s Board of Directors called for that purpose.

ARTICLE IV

Miscellaneous Provisions


Section 1.
Fiscal Year:  The fiscal year of the Western Dredging Association and its Midwest Chapter shall end on 31 December.


Section 2.
Notices:     Whenever any notice is required by these Bylaws to be given, personal notice is not meant unless expressly so stated; and any notice so required shall be deemed to be sufficient if given by depositing the same in a post office box maintained for mailing purposes, in a sealed postpaid wrapper, email addressed to the person entitled thereto at his/her last known post office or email address, and such notice shall be deemed to have been given on the day of such mailing.  The person entitled thereto may waive any notice required to be given under these Bylaws.


Section 3. 
Insurance:     The Western Dredging Association shall maintain a liability insurance policy in the amount of $1,000,000 dollars, naming the Western Dredging Association’s Midwest Chapter and its officers as an additional insured at all times. 
ARTICLE V

Commerical Paper


Section 1.
Checks, Etc.:  All Checks, drafts or orders for the payment of money shall be signed by such officers as the Midwest Chapter Officers from time to time may direct.

ARTICLE VI


Section 1. 
Amendments:  These Bylaws may be amended, altered or repealed, after first obtaining prior approval of the proposed amendment from the Western Dredging Association’s Board of Director.  After obtaining approval of the Parent Western Dredging Association’s Board of Directors, the Chapter may, at any meeting of chapter members, by a majority vote of all members amend, alter or repeal the above bylaw; or they may be amended, altered or repealed by the written consent of all chapter members without a meeting; additionally they can also be amended, altered or repealed at any regular or special meeting of the Chapter Officers by a majority vote of the entire elected Chapter Officers.

These Bylaws established and effective as of April 26, 2012
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
Lawrence M. Patella
James Wescott
George Berken
Executive Director
Treasurer
President 
Western Dredging Association
Midwest Chapter
Midwest Chapter

Western Dredging Association
Western Dredging Association
Date:______________________
Date: ______________________
Date:______________________
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