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The Long-Term Management Strategy for the Placement of Dredged Material in the San Francisco Bay 
Region Policy Environmental Impact Statement/Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (LTMS 
EIS/EIR) was jointly published by the LTMS agencies in 1998.

• Arose out of limited capacity for disposal in San Francisco Bay and the controversies over 
environmental impacts highlighting the need for improved management of and alternative disposal 
options for dredged material. 

• Program adopted by regulatory agencies, including creation of the DMMO
• Participation from resource agencies, dredging & environmental community

• Member organizations include: USACE SPN / EPA / U.S. Fish & Wildlife / NMFS / BCDC / RWQCB / CA Dept. of Fish 
& Wildlife/ CA State Lands

• Programmatic EIS/EIR & Management Plan
• Programmatic Biological Opinions & Programmatic EFH Consultation

• LTMS goal is to limit disposal and maximize beneficial use of dredged material.

LTMS FOR SAN FRANCISCO BAY
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• As part of the LTMS, the DMMO developed a web-based data management system to 
store, retrieve, query, and update sediment quality data and information. 

• The database was created to support the interagency group in cooperatively reviewing 
sediment quality sampling plans, analyzing results of sediment quality testing, and making 
suitability determinations for material proposed for disposal or beneficial reuse in and 
around the San Francisco Bay area.

San Francisco Bay Dredging and Disposal Database: https://www.dmmosfbay.org/

SAN FRANCISCO BAY DREDGING AND DISPOSAL 
DATABASE
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• The database contains sediment testing data from years 2000 to 2023
• Designed to allow dredging project sponsors, labs, and consultants to upload their project data 

directly to site on an ongoing basis. 
• Template Electronic Data Deliverable (EDD) to streamline data upload.
• Historic Sampling and Analysis Plans (SAP) and Sampling and Analysis Reports (SAR). 
• Query function for individual project or regional data.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY DREDGING AND DISPOSAL 
DATABASE
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• Project Page
• List of Projects with Applicants
• Project name is link to individual 

project page. 
• Project Documents available to 

view. 

PROJECT DATA
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PROJECT DATA

• Look up data by project or using query tool 
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• Project Test Data
• Download as excel file 

PROJECT DATA
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Custom Queries: 
1. Sediment Chemistry, Tissue Chemistry, or 

Bioassay

DATA QUERY
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• Query by Chemical Group
• Region
• Project Name

DATA QUERY
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Disposal Options
• In-Bay disposal – Inland Testing Manual 

(ITM)
• The Ocean – SFDODS – Tier III+ 

Bioaccumulation (Green Book)
• Beneficial Reuse – Site Specific 

Requirements
Placement Site Criteria
• Ambient concentrations
• Risk based 
• TMDL
• Bioaccumulation testing triggered at 

certain levels of concentration

USING THE DATA
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Testing Requirements
• Regulations require approval of placement of 

dredged material does not result in 
degradation to the environment. 

• Using data to ensure the testing requirements 
are no more than what is needed to meet 
regulatory requirements.

• Reduce costs to dredgers

Beneficial Use Site Criteria
• Draft Beneficial Reuse Criteria – CA Regional 

Water Quality Control Board
• Site Specific Criteria set by permit 

requirements or ESA Biological Opinions

MEETING REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
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Using DMMO Database to review testing requirements:
• Modification to the Programmatic EFH Conservation Measures for Maintenance Dredging 

Conducted Under the LTMS Program Concerning Mercury Bioaccumulation and Residuals 
Testing.

• Beneficial Reuse Workshop conducted by the Regional Monitoring Program for Water Quality 
in San Francisco Bay. 

• Re-evaluation of the Floating Percentile Method for Deriving Dredged Sediment Screening 
Guidelines.

• Summary and Evaluation of Bioaccumulation Tests for Total PCBs Conducted by San 
Francisco Bay Dredging Projects. 

REVIEWING REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
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Modification to the Programmatic EFH Conservation Measures for Maintenance 
Dredging Conducted Under the LTMS Program Concerning Mercury 
Bioaccumulation and Residuals Testing.
• Reviewed Mercury bioaccumulation data set comprised of dredging projects from 2001 through 

2012. 

Summary and Evaluation of Bioaccumulation Tests for Total PCBs Conducted by 
San Francisco Bay Dredging Projects – 2022. 
• Reviewed PCB bioaccumulation data set comprised of dredging projects from 2011 through 2021.

REVIEWING REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
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Beneficial Reuse Workshop conducted by the Regional Monitoring Program for 
Water Quality in San Francisco Bay - 2019. 
• Workshop resulted in several recommendations for reviewing beneficial reuse criteria used in the 

SF Bay Region. 

Re-evaluation of the Floating Percentile Method for Deriving Dredged Sediment 
Screening Guidelines – 2023.
• Out of the recommendations from the Beneficial Reuse Workshop.
• Reviewed the use of the Floating Percentile Method as an alternative to the use of current 

ambient concentrations in placement criteria.

REVIEWING BENEFICIAL REUSE CRITERIA
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Benefits to collecting the data: 
• Historical knowledge of dredged sediment analysis for the region.
• Availability of a scientific basis for regulatory requirements. 
• Quantifiable reduction in costs to dredging community.  

Challenges to collecting the data: 
• Cost and staff time needed to maintain a database. 
• Standardizing the data over time. 
• Realizing full potential of the data set. 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY DREDGING AND DISPOSAL 
DATABASE
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QUESTIONS? 
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