
100 Years Old  
& 

Just Getting Started 



100 Years and Counting 

• The Brennan Organization 
– J.F. Brennan Company 

• Marine Construction 
• Environmental Remediation 

– Brennan Marine Inc. 
• Harbor Management  

• Work throughout the United States 
• Above and below water services 

along the inland waterways 
– 50+ commercial divers on staff 
– 500 people 
– Self-perform the majority of our work 

• 4th Generation of ownership 
– Many multi-generational employees 

 
 
 

 



Our Focus 

Dam 
Construction 

Railroad  
Construction 

Marine Construction 

Environmental 
Services 

Barge 
Transportation 

2018 CN Bridge Replacement 2016 Labyrinth Weir Construction 

2018 Cedar Creek Remediation Project 
2018 La Crosse Harbor, 
Brennan Marine 

2017 Cargill Dock Replacement 



Our Office Locations 



A Simple Beginning 

• 2 Brothers 
– James and Eugene Brennan 
– Lansing, IA (Northeast Iowa) 
 

 
 
 

 

1901 Jim and Gene Brennan 
1916 Brennan Family 1900s Threshing Oats 

1900 Lansing, IA  



A Simple Beginning 

• 1919 
– Both men where in their mid 20s and 

decided to formalize their partnership 
– They created “Brennan Brothers 

Construction” 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1901 

1916 

1919 First Bridge 
(Picture taken in 2018) 

One of the first crews 



Brennan Brothers 1920s 

1923 Harpers Ferry Bridge Project 

Early 1920s, Model T Ford & Concrete Mixer Early 1920s, Steam Powered Equipment 

Early 1920s Tool and Mess Shed 



Brennan Brothers 1930s 

1933 Columbus Bridge, Lansing, IA 

1937 Argyle Bridge Project 

1935 School Remodeling Project 

1937 Fredericksburg Bridge Project 



Brennan Brothers 1940s 

1949 Launch of the 1st Steel Barge 
at Dubuque Boat and Boiler 1940 Anamosa Bridge Project 

1940s Timber 
Cribbing Project 

1943 Railroad 
Bridge Repairs, 
Lansing, IA 



The End of Brennan Brothers 

Gene & Jim 1956 

1959 Last Project, 
Highway 21 Over the 
Wisconsin River 

1956 Winnishiek Slough Bridge Replacement 1955 USCG Navigational Marker Project 

1956 Jim Brennan and 
Foreman Rudy Kazelka 



1959 J.F. Brennan Company 

1959 Jim Brennan at the 
helm of the JA-DO 



1960s 

1968 Launch of the MV James Brennan 

1961 Milwaukee Road Railroad Pontoon 
Bridge Removal, Marquette, IA 

1965 Interstate 90 Bridge Construction over 
the Black River, La Crosse, WI 

1968 Construction of the River Steel 
Fabrication Shop 



1970s 

1979 Lock and Dam 14 
Cofferdam Installation 

1978 Mississippi River Barge Salvage  1975 Bucyrus Erie Dragline 
Built by River Steel 

1977 Ray Kronforst 
First Diver 

1979 BNSF Rail Crane Salvage 
1971 Lansing Power Plant 
Foundation 



1980s 

1983 Eagle Point Bridge Removal  
1981 Milwaukee Inner Harbor Dredge 
Project 

1980-1984 Winona, MN  
Floodwall 1989 1,000 ton Drydock 



1990s 

1990 Dredge Mathew B. 
First hydraulic dredge project 

1993 Fond du Lac Hydroelectric 
Dam Repairs, MN 

1995 Lock and Dam 4 Service Bridge 
Replacement 

1993 Emergency Levee Restoration, Missouri 

Christmas Tree! 

1994 Winnipeg 
Dam Scour 
Project 



2000s 

2000 Wilds Bend EMP Project, 
Winona, MN 

2002 New Shop 2005 Lock and Dam 11 
Major Rehab Project 

2002 Grand Calumet River 
Environmental Dredging Project 

2007 Fox River OU1 Environmental 
Dredging Project 2004 Union Pacific Bridge Repairs 



2010-2019 

2018 Silver Bay 
Dredge Project 

2015 Krispin 
Drain Amphibious 
Dredging 2015 Fox River OU2-5 

2012 Grand Calumet 
River West Branch 
Remediation 

2013 USACE Safety Awards 
2015 Ste. Genevieve Harbor 

2015 Labyrinth Weir 
2015 Labyrinth Weir 2017 Deep Dive Dam Repairs 

2016 CN Arcola 
High Bridge Rail 
Replacement 

2013 Blanchard 
Hydroelectric 
Dam Repairs 

2013 Shipyard Services 

2014 MNDOT Pier Repairs 



2018 Original Brennan Homestead 
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