
Maryland’s lifeline is 
the Chesapeake 
Bay—where we work 
and play.

Challenges for dredging and beneficial use can become 
opportunities with the right strategies.
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Maryland’s Waterways and Dredging Landscape

• MD Navigable Waterways

• Dredged Material as a Resource

• Successful Beneficial Use Projects



Key Players in Beneficial Use in Maryland



Key Players in Beneficial Use in Maryland

MDE’s 
IRBU Guidance 

Document ensures 
transparency in BU 

policies and 
procedures.

In 2024, MPA 
engaged 16,098 
Marylanders in 

stakeholder 
outreach.

In FY24, the Baltimore 
District of USACE 

beneficially used 83% of 
dredged material.



The Role of Maryland 
DNR in Beneficial Use 

• The Center for Waterway 
Improvement and Infrastructure’s 
Waterway Improvement Fund

• The Center for Coastal Planning’s 
Resiliency through Restoration 
Initiative

• NOAA’s Coastal Zone Management 
program



• Misalignment of Funding

• Regulatory Complexities

• Sediment Variability

Challenges to 
Expanding Beneficial 
Use in Maryland



Opportunities for 
Growth in 
Beneficial Use

• Increased Dredging Demand

• Funding Pathways

• Climate Resilience







The Path Forward for 
Beneficial Use in 
Maryland
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Final Thoughts



Thank you!

Maggie Cavey

Maggie.cavey1@maryland.gov


