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Mission
Support the shared work and vision of the 

coastal States and Territories for the protection, 
conservation, responsible use, and 

sustainable economic development of the 
nation’s coastal resources



Mission
ASBPA is dedicated to 
preserving, protecting 
and enhancing our 
coasts by merging 
science and public 
policy.  



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Institute for Water Resources

USACE initiated an assessment of relevant federal, 
state, and territorial policies and regulations related to 
Regional Sediment Management and BUDM. 
The focus of this report is to:

(1) enhance USACE understanding of state and 
territorial sediment management policies from the state 
and territorial perspective, and 

(2) elevate best practices for advancing RSM and 
BUDM.



Co-Developed 
Recommendations

● 50 subject matter expert interviews
● 7 regional workshops
● 250+ state/federal coastal managers
● 25 presentations on BUDM successes



Region Date Location

Southeast/Caribbean November 15, 2021 Virtual

New England January 19, 2022 Virtual

Great Lakes February 23, 2022 Virtual

Gulf of Mexico April 25, 2022 Session at GoMCon Baton Rouge, LA

Mid-Atlantic June 13, 2022 Monmouth University, Long Branch, NJ

Pacific Islands August 9, 2022 Virtual

West Coast September 13, 2022 Session at ASBPA Conference, Long Beach, CA

Regional Workshops



Report Overview

∙ 35 Coastal State and Territory Profiles
∙ National and regional summaries
∙ Regulatory info for BUDM and sediment placement.

∙ 14 Case Studies
∙ Successful approaches partners have taken to 

increase BUDM. 

∙ 60 State and Federal Recommendations:
o Policy and regulation,
o Interagency collaboration,
o Funding,
o Project development, and
o Research needs.



35 State 
Profiles



14 Case 
Studies
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Barriers & Opportunities

Matching Supply to Demand 
● Sediment Suitability
● Proximity & Timing
Interagency Collaboration and Permitting
● Leadership & Staff Capacity
● Coordination, Project Identification & Planning
● Place, Culture, Justice, & Equity
Funding
● Non-Federal Cost Share & Budget Process
● Institutional Barriers & the Federal Standard
Construction, Operations, & Monitoring
● Equipment Availability
● Monitoring

Project Development and Review
● Setting Standards; Contaminant Testing
● Integration into the Littoral System
● Aligning Authorities & Dealing with Trade-Offs
● Innovative Design
● Public Perception & Stakeholder Engagement
Research
● Demonstrating Need
● Wetland Restoration Design Guidance 

Sediment Resource Inventories
● Sediment Suitability Regulations



National Trends

● Increased demand for economically-viable, finite sediment resources for coastal 
ecosystem projects, e.g., to help wetlands adapt to sea level rise

● Coastal stakeholders have expressed strong interest in coordination between 
navigation projects (sediment supply) and restoration projects (sediment demand)

● Federal and state regulations often cited as limitations:
● Sediment placement regulations; Regulatory reviews, like mini-NEPAs; Reduced 

environmental work windows
● Challenges often blamed for increased costs and deferred maintenance
● Federal confined disposal areas are reaching capacity
● Congress and USACE have recognized these challenges:

● WRDA 2016, Section 1122; WRDA 2020, Section 125(a)(2)(B)
● USACE goal to increase BUDM to 70% by 2030



Recommendations: State

Policy and Regulatory
● Require exemption / analysis to support non-BU placement 

● FL, LA, MA, MS, WA: Sediment must be beneficially used unless exemption applies
● NY, NC: Sediment must remain in the system
● MD, MN, NH, RI: Hierarchy of preferred disposal methods
● TX: Require cost-benefit analysis of BU placement alternatives

● State general permits and USACE PGPs (e.g., MI, LA)
● Waive testing requirements above certain grain sizes for BUDM projects (e.g., NJ, RI)
● Waive solid waste approvals (e.g., MN, NY) or fees (e.g., IN, MS)



Recommendations: State

Interagency Collaboration
● Regular meetings, standing groups/committees (e.g., regional dredge teams)
● Align permitting requirements and processes – science and data
● RDMMPs, science-based sediment management plans

Funding
● Leverage multiple funding sources/purposes for a dredge-to-placement pipeline
● Coordinate with USACE on cost benefit data needs

Project Development and Review
● Clear topic-based (not authority-based) joint guidance
● One-stop-shop permitting, pre-application meetings
● Site-suitability modeling and programmatic reviews



Recommendations: Federal

Policy and Regulatory
● 70% by 2030 goal
● WRDA 2020 Sec. 125 guidance
● PR&G ASPs

Interagency Collaboration
● Regional dredge teams
● Managing trade-offs across agencies
● National Shoreline Management Strat recs

Funding
● Federal standard CBA practices
● Consistency with state policies
● Cost share / match eligibility & flexibility

Project Development and Review
● RDMMPs
● Pilot projects



Recommendations: Research

● Quantify sediment needs for national coastal resilience (multi-year, multi-system)
● More cost-effective sediment screening methods
● Protocols for data collection interoperable across sediment types, equipment, project areas
● Predictive models for sediment characteristic changes
● National tools and geodatabases
● Sediment inventories: expand coverage, detail



Thank You!

John Ryan-Henry
jryan-henry@coastalstates.org

Nicole Elko
nicole.elko@asbpa.org

www.coastalstates.org/budm
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