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Agenda 
 SAC Harbors / Waterways 

►Charleston Harbor 
►Georgetown Harbor 
►Town Creek (McClellanville) 
►Atlantic Intracoastal Water Way 
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Charleston Harbor 
 Channel  38.6 Miles Long 
 Authorized Depth 45 FT 
 Three Dredging Reaches 

► Entrance Channel (17.3 Miles Long) 
• Offshore Disposal 

► Lower Harbor 
• Offshore Disposal 

► Upper Harbor 
• Upland Disposal 

 Average Federal Channel Maintenance Material Removed 
►  2 Million CYDS 
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Charleston Harbor  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

The currently authorized Charleston Harbor Federal navigation project consists of maintenance at 100% federal funding of 44.6 miles of channel that the Charleston District operates and maintains to a depth of 47 ft in the entrance channel and 45 ft in the inner channels. The federal project also includes three turning basins (North Charleston, Wando and Union Piers) and one anchorage basin. The dredging work is contracted to private sector dredging companies. Approximately 2.1M cubic yards of material are removed from the Federal channel on average each fiscal year.  To use a football analogy, this 2.1 cubic yards of material would fill a football field up to 39 stores tall. The average appropriation is $15 million each fiscal year which includes the Charleston Harbor and Cooper River project aka the “Rediversion” project at Lake Moultrie. This year, in the President’s FY12 budget, we’re glad to report that the harbor was supported to the tune of just over $20million. This federal investment is absolutely a great bang for the buck as I’m sure the SCSPA has shared with you the value of…

Value of Harbor Cargo/$ spent on O&M for Charleston Harbor
	Value of waterborne commerce in 2010 was $50.19 billion 
	Trade facilitates 280,600 jobs across the state
	(Overall economic impact of $45 billion each year)
 
 
Charleston Harbor is home to the deepest channels in the region and regularly handles 8,400-TEU vessels drafting up to 48 feet. Short transit times to Charleston’s five marine terminals, each within two hours sailing time from the open ocean, help keep vessel schedule integrity intact and minimize the risk of canal penalties or missed berthing windows at other ports. Charleston Harbor is one of 16 US strategic ports because of the presence of the Joint Base Charleston, Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command, Defense Energy Support Center and Army Strategic Logistics Activity Charleston. In 2009, Charleston Harbor was the 4th busiest container port by container volume on the East Coast and provided over 50% of the equipment and material in support of reconstruction efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Sponsor Relationship:
 
We have a strong relationship the SC State Ports Authority (SCSPA) and CEO Jim Newsome  
Our staffs speak routinely both with the SCSPA and the Pilots Association to ensure that the dredging program meets their priorities.
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Dredging Projects 2012 
►Charleston Entrance Channel 

• $ 2,552,000-Manson 
►Upper Harbor (Joint Base Charleston) 

• $ 3,161,460-Cottrell 
►Charleston Lower Harbor 

•  $6,890,000-Weeks 
►Charleston Upper Harbor (Federal Channel) 

•  $6,514,890-Southern Dredging 
►National Park Service-Fort Moultrie 

•  $142,950-COM-AR LTD 
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Planned Dredging Projects 2013 
 FY13 –  

►Charleston Entrance Channel (Dredging 
window Dec 2012-March 2013) 

►Charleston Lower Harbor (AWD Apr 2013) 
►Shem Creek/Anchorage Basin (AWD Aug 

2013)-Hydraulic Dredge 
►Joint Base Charleston (AWD  Aug 2013) 

 FY14-Tenative 
►Folly Beach (TBD) 
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Georgetown Harbor 

 Channel  17.9 Miles Long 
 Authorized Depth 27 FT 
 No current dredging projects funded 
 All appropriated funds used for: 

► Condition Surveys 
► Sediment Analysis 
► ODMDS Recertification 
► Disposal area maintenance 

 Lack of Commercial Traffic Hinders Receipt of 
Significant Funding 

 President’s Budget FY 13-$0 
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Town Creek (McClellanville) 

 Entrance Channel 4.0 Miles Long 
 Authorized Depth 12 FT 
 Channel 6.2 Miles Long 
 Authorized Depth 10 FT 
 No Activities Underway 
 Lack of Commercial Traffic Hinders Significant Funding 
 President’s Budget FY13-$0 
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Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
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 South Carolina’s portion is 210 miles long 
 For management purposes, the District divides the 

AIWW into three reaches:  
► Little River to Winyah Bay (62 miles),  
► Winyah Bay to Charleston (63.5 miles), and  
► Charleston to Port Royal (84.5 miles). 

 Authorized depth is 12 feet 
 Controlling depth can be significantly lower in portions 

that are not naturally deep. 
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Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
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 FY 12-  
► Erosion Control 

• Ashridge Construction-$240,485 

 FY 13- 
► President’s Budget-$0 
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Post 45 
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  Feasibility Study has been rescoped under new Civil 
Works Transformation SMART Planning guidance.  

  Feasibility Study has been named to the 
Administration's We Can't Wait Initiative List of Critical 
Infrastructure Projects. 

  Study will be complete by September 2015. 
  Since the study is still early in its planning process, it is 

unknown what recommendation will be made to 
Congress. 
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Post 45 
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  Construction could not begin on any recommended plan 
until Congressional Authorization is received and the 
Corps can complete its Preconstruction Engineering and 
Design (PED) phase. 

  In addition, the project will have to execute a Project 
Partnership Agreement (PPA) between the Non-federal 
sponsor and the Corps and receive appropriations. 

  It is not expected that new work dredging will begin in 
Charleston Harbor in the next 5 years. 
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www.sac.usace.army.mil 

Charleston District - Building Strong! 

Questions? 
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