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 TEXAS A&M  
 
The following  Courses are sponsored by 
Texas A & M’s Center for dredging Studies, 
Ocean Engineering Program, Zachry 
Department of Civil Engineering, Dwight 
Look College of Engineering at Texas A & M 
University in College Station, Texas. 
  
 38th DREDGING ENGINEERING 
SHORT COURSE 
Date: Jan. 12-16, 2009 
Fee: $1325 
Application Deadline: 12/1/08   
 
CUTTER SUCTION DREDGE SIMULATOR 
SHORT COURSE 
Date: Jan 19-21, 2009 
Fee: $1500 
Application Deadline: 12/1/08  
 
Location: Texas A&M University, College 
Station, Texas 77843-3136 
Contact: R. Randall 
Phone: 979-845-4568 
Email: r-randall@tamu.edu 
Web: http://oceaneng.civil.tamu.edu/research/cds.htm 
 

 
 

SECRETARY GUTIERREZ PRESENTS “E” 
AWARD TO DSC AT WHITE HOUSE  
GUTIERREZ VISITS LOUISIANA TO DISCUSS 
COMPANY’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN EXPORT 
GROWTH AND TOUR FACILITY  

WASHINGTON, DC (May 20, 2008) Today 
Bob Wetta and Bill Wetta of Louisiana-based 
Dredging Supply Company, Inc. (DSC) joined 
President George W. Bush and Commerce Secretary 
Carlos M. Gutierrez at the White House to accept the 
Presidential “E” Award for excellence in exporting. 
Following the award ceremony, the recipients 

attended a congratulatory meeting with President 
Bush in which they were praised for their efforts. The 
“E” Award, created by John F. Kennedy in 1961, is 
the highest honor the federal government can give to  
American companies that have made significant 
contributions to the increase of American exports.
 

 

From left to right: Bob Wetta of DSC, President Bush, Bill Wetta 
of DSC, and U.S. Rep. Charlie Melancon  

Clear Water Compliance Services 
Sludge Management 

Clear Water Compliance Services 
handles dewatering and sludge management 
needs.  Their services include the design of a 
project through to the completion.  They have in-
line and remote monitoring capabilities and can 
generate reports summarizing the data collected. 
They provide an environmentally conscious 
means for disposing of dredge material 
compared to open water placement.  Their 
process can be performed upland or on a barge.  
They can also manage sludge materials from 
active and reclaimed mines. 
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DON’T WAIT REGISTER FOR WEDA 29 TODAY 

Chapter News 
PACIFIC CHAPTER; 
  

Pacific Chapter of the Western Dredging 
Association Fall 2008 Conference 

 
When:   Wednesday, November 5 through 

Friday, November 7, 2008 
Where: Mayflower Park Hotel 

405 Olive Way 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Reservations:  (206) 623-8700 or (800) 
426-5100 

Call for Abstracts:  Although the deadline for 
Abstracts was July 31, 2008. Please consider 
submitting an abstract for a technical 
presentation you would like to offer during the 
conference as there are often last minute 
cancellations.. Your presentations on any aspects 
of dredging and disposal, navigation structures, 
environmental restoration, and related topics are 
welcome and may be sent to Allen Churchill at 
e.allen.churchill@usace.army.mil.   

Agenda:  
 
 Wednesday session: Corps/Industry 

Meeting from 1-3 PM, 2009 Federal 
Dredging Program presentation from 3-5 
PM, Hosted Ice Breaker 6-9 PM.  

 Thursday’s agenda will consist of 
technical presentations and a luncheon 
program.  Lunch will be followed by an 
afternoon field trip. 

 Friday morning will continue with 
technical presentations and conclude with 
chapter business about noon. 

 
Reservations:  Book your reservations prior to 
October 16, 2008 for the special WEDA Pacific 
Chapter group rate: $165 per night (Classic 
Queen, single or double occupancy) plus tax.   
Some rooms are also available at the prevailing 
government per diem rate for qualifying 
government employees.  Room rates will be 

available 3 days prior to and 3 days after the 
conference based on space availability. The 
historic Mayflower Park Hotel is a step away 
from Seattle’s most exciting attractions, 
including the famous Pike Place Market, Seattle 
Waterfront, and Space Needle, plus a full array 
of museums, theaters, shops, and restaurants. 
The hotel opens directly into Westlake Center, 
with 80 specialty shops. The flagship Nordstrom 
and Macy’s are one block away. 
Contact any of the Board members for more 
information.  Registration materials will follow 
and a detailed agenda will be prepared after 
abstracts are received and presentations are 
selected.  

MIDWEST CHAPTER 
 
 The Midwest Chapter’s annual meeting 
will be held in Minneapolis Minnesota in April 
of 2009. 
 The Conference will kick off with a 
fantastic icebreaker, followed by great technical 
sessions and a tour of the Minneapolis area. 
 More detailed information will be 
provided as it is received. 
 

Gulf Chapter 
Post Hurricane Gustav allowing, the Gulf 

Chapter annual meeting will be held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana in November of 2009.  In 
talking to the Gulf Chapter Officers recently, 
their preliminary plans foretold another great 
exciting and interesting meeting.  
 

Eastern Chapter 
 
This year’s WEDA Eastern Chapter Annual 

Meeting will be held in Charleston, South Carolina at 
the historic Mills House Hotel, located at 115 
Meeting St., Charleston, SC 29401.  Guestrooms 
have been blocked for the nights of TUE, October 7, 
and WED, Oct. 8.  The gov't. rate is $155/night and 
non-gov't. $219/night. The deadline to make your 
reservations is fast approaching!! It’s Sunday, 
September 7. Please call the hotel's reservations 
department at 1-800-874-9600  
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between 9 AM - 4 PM and ask to speak with Mary or 
Latoya.  Note the group name "Dredging Contractors 
of America/Western Dredging Association".  
  This year’s agenda and selection of guest 
speakers is shaping up to be just as great as the last, if 
not better.  And the annual banquet, to be held at 
Boone Hall Plantation and Gardens, America’s most 
photographed plantation, will be a spectacular time. 
 For insight on the venue, visit 
 http://boonehallplantation.com  
  
The Tentative Agenda: 
  
Tuesday, October 7, 2008 
            1-5 PM - WEDA Meeting 
            6-7:30 PM - Welcome Reception 
  
Wednesday, October 8, 2008 
            8 AM - 5 PM - WEDA Meeting 
            6:30 - 9:30 PM - Offsite Banquet Dinner at 
Boone Hall Plantation 
  
Thursday, October 9, 2008 
            8 AM - 1 PM - WEDA Wrap-up and 
ICHDMG Session 
  

Panama Chapter 
 

Craig Vogt Chairman of WEDA’s 
Environmental Commission is assisting CEDA in 
putting together CEDA/WEDA Environmental   
meetings in Panama. WEDA’s contribution to this 
meeting is one day of Environmental Technical 
Papers.  Anyone interested should at their earliest 
convenience submit their one-page abstract to Craig 
Vogt, with copies to Ram Mohan and Bob Randall, at 
the below email addresses as soon as possible as the 
WEDA Session will be presented March 2, 2009 
 
Email Addresses: 
 
Craig@CraigVogt.com,        
rmohan@anchorenv.com                                            
r-randall@tamu.edu 
 
 
  

 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER 
ATTEND A REGIONAL MEETING 

 

 

Mexican Chapter 
 
 Although we have not received a 
response to our request for assistance to host a 
Chapter Meeting in Mexico, we are increasing 
our efforts to explore every possibility of having 
a Chapter Meeting in Mexico in the near future.. 
 

Brazil Chapter  
 
 Information received from the Brazil 
Chapter is that they will not host a chapter 
meeting in Sao Paulo in the Fall or Winter of 
2008. 
 We will keep you advised of any changes 
in the plans for another Brazil Chapter meeting.  
 

 

Have you Remembered to: 
 

1.  Nominate your choice for the 
2009 Dredger of the Year    

2. Nominate your choice for the 
2009 Life Time Achievement 

Award. 
3. Register for WEDA 29 & TAMU 

40. 
4. Complete your Sponsorship 

Form 
5. Order your exhibition Booth 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

.    
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WEDA’s SAFETY CORNER 

 
Safety Commission Chairman –Danny Wyatt 

 
  The Goal of “WEDA’s Safety Commission is: 
 

“To Reduce or Eliminate Personnel Injuries Experienced by its Members Both on and off the Job and to cause a 
Significant Reduction in Equipment Damage Throughout the Industry” 
 

The Health and welfare of WEDA Members is paramount.  Everything else that we do 
pales by comparison.  The safety of dredgers, dredge equipment, and office workers on and 
off the job is our top priority.  In 2008, we will continue to use this newsletter to increase the 
safety awareness level of all our members. What follows are case histories we hope will be 
of some value to you, your families, and your safety program. 
       Danny J. Wyatt, Chairman Safety Commission
 
Lost Job: Inattentiveness in the wheelhouse after the crew had consumed alcohol was the cause of a 
tugboat to slam into a pier investigators said. 
 All three crewmembers were drinking alcohol before the accident.  All three men were fired by the 
tug owners.   
 The tug had just finished a job about 12 miles upstream of the accident site and heading back to its 
homeport when the tug strayed off course and struck the pier.   
 The collision with the pier occurred at 0020, severely damaged the pier, punctured at least one fuel 
transfer pipe triggering an oil spill of at least 1500 gallons.  Two of the crewmembers tested positive for 
alcohol.  The Skipper refused to be tested.  
 
Says the Digging Meister:  What a bunch of clowns. When will those entrusted to safely 
navigate vessels on our waterways learn that driving whether it be an automobile or a waterborne vessel 
realize that fuel and alcohol do not mix. 
 
Disaster Averted:  The Captain of a towboat was credited with averting a disaster when he 
intentionally grounded his towboat when it began taking on water.  The twin screw boat had bumped 
some unknown underwater object and began taking on water almost immediately.  Although as much as 
5000 gallons of diesel fuel spilled into the river, the speedy actions of the Captain kept any additional fuel 
or lube oil from seeping into the river.   

Unable stop the rising water the captain steered the towboat towards the shore where 
crewmembers secured it to some trees to keep it from sinking.  
 
 Says the Digging Meister:  What a breath of fresh air.  The quick, intelligent actions and 
decisions of the sinking towboat’s skipper to beach the towboat keeping it from sinking and causing a 
gigantic oil spill is what we expect of those plying our navigation channels.  

 The actions of the towboat captain are, in my opinion, proof positive that the owners of the 
Towboat, have in place a training and safety program that for them is paying great dividends. To the 
towboat skipper and his crew a highly deserved “WELL DONE” is in order.   
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ARE YOUR SHIPPING COSTS 
INCREASING?  

 
 

DON’T WAIT! ENROLL TODAY  
IN 

WEDA/YELLOW FREIGHT SPECIALIZED SERVICE 

“Exclusive offer for WEDA Members” 

 

During the past 43 months ending in JULY 2008 WEDA Members saved more 
than $340,286.00 using Yellow Freight. 

 
TO ENROLL VISIT WWW.ENROLLHERE.NET OR CONTACT MIKE RAMEY,  

                  TEL: 913 344 5799 OR EMAIL  Jeff McCoy at Jeff.McCoy@yrcw.com  
 

 
DON’T WAIT TO ENROLL, BECAUSE ONCE  
ENROLLED YOU CAN USE YOUR SAVINGS  
T0 SHIP YOUR EQUIPMENT TO WEDA 29 

& 
TEXAS A & M 40  

DREDGING CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION  
 

TO ENROLL YOU MUST BE A WEDA MEMBER 
SO WHY NOT JOIN WEDA TODAY  

OR 
MAKE SURE YOUR DUES ARE UP TO DATE  

And THEN 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS FANTASTIC  

WEDA MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT 

 
“DREDGING CREATES A STRONG ECONOMY AND A CLEANER 

ENVIRONMENT”
 



WEDA HOME PAGE
INTERNET ADDRESS

WWW.WESTERNDREDGING.ORG

WEDA@COMCAST.NET

Dredging Creates a
Strong Economy and
Cleaner Environment

WEDA EMAIL ADDRESS




